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The major pattern of school organization in Prince Edward Island until junior matricula
tion is: elementary school (grades 1-6), junior high school (grades 7-9) and senior high school 
(grades 10-12); an additional pattern consists of elementary school (grades 1-8) and high 
school (grades 9-12). As in other provinces, Prince Edward Island is working toward a system 
that will eliminate grade promotion in favour of subject promotion, using a credit system. Five 
percent of the elementary and secondary pupils currently receive their education in French, 
and French is taught as a second language in all other schools. 

The province is served by a network of 15 regional high schools offering academic pro
grams from grades 9-12 and a one- or two-year business education course. Two vocational 
high schools provide a variety of four-year trade courses — a one-year orientation program 
followed by three years of training in a specific trade concomitant with academic instruction in 
language, mathematics and science. 

The Prince Edward Island School of Nursing is now the only establishment offering a nur
sing diploma leading to professional registration (RN) . Two new institutions were opened in 
Charlottetown in 1969 — the University of Prince Edward Island which replaced the former 
Prince of Wales College and St. Dunstan's University, and Holland College which offers post-
secondary vocational training. 

Nova Scotia. As in other provinces. Nova Scotia has had changes in the organizational struc
ture of elementary and secondary education. The Educational Assistance Act and certain 
amendments to the Education Act, both passed by the provincial legislature in 1968, allowed 
for the creation of amalgamated school boards. Three amalgamated boards began operation in 
1970-71, and their operation is being evaluated. In addition, there are other boards designated 
as rural, urban and regional. 

Nova Scotia has almost 100% of its five-year-old population in "primary" year in the 
publicly controlled schools; perhaps as a consequence, enrolment in private nurseries has 
increased only slightly in recent years. 

The predominant grade organization in this province is: elementary school (primary and 
grades 1-6), junior high school (grades 7-9) and senior high school (grades 10-12). There are a 
few variations in this basic school pattern, such as primary to grade 6 and grades 7-12, or pri
mary to grade 9 and grades 10-12. In 1969, a modified junior high school program was 
authorized which gives students of average or above-average standing extra instruction in one 
or more subjects. High school graduation is at either the grade 11 (junior matriculation) or the 
grade 12 (senior matriculation) level, although enrolment in the latter is not universal in this 
province. As a result of revisions in the school system since 1966, 13 regional vocational 
schools replaced the county vocational schools. Students now attend regional vocational 
schools for occupational training since the secondary schools provide only business and 
commercial programs. 

In 1969, authority was given for the award of high school equivalency diplomas to adults 
who had not completed high school but had improved their educational standing through job 
experience or informal training. This diploma is awarded on the basis of a series of tests, 
developed and validated over a 25-year period by the Commission on Accreditation of the 
American Council on Education; Nova Scotia is the first Canadian province permitted to use 
these tests. 

Nova Scotia has two institutes of technology offering trade-level and post-secondary voca
tional courses, an agricultural college providing post-secondary terminal and university 
transfer programs, and a land survey institute. A bilingual community college which was 
scheduled to open in 1970 to serve the Acadian population has not yet become operational. All 
nursing training leading to the RN diploma is carried out in hospital schools. There are several 
universities and colleges offering degree programs in many disciplines. Teacher training is 
given in one teachers' college and degree programs in education are offered in five univer
sities — Acadia, Dalhousie, Mount Saint Vincent, St. Francis Xavier and Saint Mary's. 

New Brunswick. There are 33 school districts in the province combined into seven regions, 
each administered by a regional superintendent. Instruction is available in both English and 
French; 34% of the student population at the elementary and secondary level take their 
instruction in the French language. 

Pre-grade 1 classes are not offered in the publicly controlled school system, except in 
unusual or experimental circumstances. Enrolment in private nurseries and kindergartens is 


